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Besides being the creators of the Not-So Secret Society, we’re parents. We deal with the same
hurdles you do every day. We understand your stress because ours is so similar. We know that
most days it would be easier to run a marathon rather than convincing your child to put on
their shoes. Trust us, we get it.
We have set out to create a series that parents can enjoy with their children. That’s not always
the easiest thing, but we really want you to have as much fun reading this as your kids do.
We have created a series of activities for you and your kids to enjoy together. In addition to
this guide you will find twenty five more activities on the website and they are free for you
to use.
If you and your kids enjoy them — and we know they will — let us know. We are looking for
feedback and stories that we can share with our growing community. Email us at
mini@teamns3.com. Tell your fellow parents and get them involved. Show us your ideas on
our Facebook and Instagram channels by tagging us at @TeamNS3.
Our goal with The Not-So Secret Society is to foster a love of reading in young people
and also promote and encourage:

Embracing of Differences • Spirit of Adventure • Sense of Collaboration
A Willingness to Explore & Learn • Respect for Adults
We hope that you enjoy the book and that these activities will enhance your reading
experience of The Not-So Secret Society with the kids in your life.

www.teamNS3.com
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Reading Guide

BEFORE YOU READ
1. Based on the title, “The Not-So Secret Society: Tale of the Gummy”, what
do you expect the story to be about?
2. There’s something BIG behind the “Caution/Keep Out” yellow tape. What do
you think it is? Should the kids be afraid? Why/why not?

www.teamNS3.com
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Reading Guide
AFTER YOU READ
1. Ava volunteers the NS3 to compete in the All-City Science Fair. Should she
have discussed it with her friends first? Why/why not?
2. The NS3 decide NOT to tell anyone else about Gummy. Do you think that was
the right decision? Who do you think they should have told and how would
that have potentially helped?
3. How did the NS3 use teamwork to stop Gummy? What role did everyone play?
Who do you think was the leader? Why?
4. The NS3 lose the All-City Science Fair to the 5Z’s. Do you think they deserved
to win? Why/why not?
5. The NS3 will certainly have more adventures in the future. What do you think
zthey learned from “Tale of the Gummy”? What mistakes won’t they make in
the future?

How to Make
Caramel Apples

In the book, Gladys Jefferson makes some of her famous candy apples…and Ava claims that caramel
apples are better. We agree! Which is why we are providing a great recipe for caramel apples that you
can make with your kids.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED
¼ CUP OF BUTTER
1 CUP OF BROWN SUGAR
½ CUP OF CORN SYRUP
¼ TEASPOON OF SALT
¾ CUP OF HEAVY CREAM
½ TEASPOON OF VANILLA EXTRACT
5 GRANNY SMITH APPLES
5 CRAFT STICKS
CANDY THERMOMETER
WAX PAPER
COOKIE SHEET

HOW TO MAKE CAramel apples
WHAT TO DO
Step 1: Cover a cookie sheet with wax paper.
Step 2: Melt butter in a medium heavy saucepan.
Step 3: Stir in brown sugar, corn syrup, and salt. Bring it to a full boil.
Step 4: Add cream and continue to cook until temperature reaches 250 degrees.
Step 5: Remove from heat and stir in vanilla extract.
Step 6: Skewer apples on craft sticks. Dip into caramel until they are evenly coated with caramel.
Step 7: Place apples on wax paper to cool.

www.teamNS3.com
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The Gummy Bear
Experiment

In Tale of the Gummy, the NS3 bring a gummy bear to life. That gummy bear continues to grow and grow by
consuming sugar. One idea they have to stop it is to soak it in water, until Dylan shows everyone why
that’s a bad idea. But do gummy bears really grow in water? What about salt water? Sugar water? Let’s
find out!

WHAT YOU’LL NEED
GUMMY BEARS
SALT
SUGAR
MEDIUM SAUCEPAN
THREE PLASTIC CONTAINERS
www.teamNS3.com
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The Gummy Bear Experiment
WHAT TO DO
Step 1: Fill one of the plastic containers with tap water. Label it “Water” and place it in the refrigerator.
Step 2: Fill half of the medium saucepan with water. Bring the water to a boil and add salt. Amounts vary,
but you are making very salty water! Boil until the salt dissolves. Pour the salt water into a plastic
container. Label it “Salt Water” and place it in the refrigerator.
Step 3: Wash the saucepan. Fill half of the medium saucepan with water. Bring the water to a boil and add
sugar. Amounts vary, but you are making very sugary water! Boil until the sugar dissolves. Pour the
sugar water into a plastic container. Label it “Sugar Water” and place it in the refrigerator.
Step 4: For a successful experiment, the water must be cool-to-room temperature. If the water is too
warm, the gummy bear will break apart! Once your water is cool-to-room temperature, place your
three containers on the counter. Place 3-4 gummy bears in each type of water.
Step 5: Now comes the difficult part – the waiting! Allow the gummy bears to sit in the water for 4-6 hours.
It’s okay to check on them throughout, but for the experiment to work, they need to sit for a few
hours! But while you’re waiting, you can PREDICT which gummy bear will grow the most!
Step 6: After 4-6 hours, it’s time to check on the gummy bears! You can place the gummy bears on a plate
or cookie sheet. It’s up to you. The important thing to remember is not to mix them up…you want to
see how the different types of water affected the gummy bears. Place a gummy bear next to each
batch to see how the soaking changed the gummy bear.
Step 7: Answer the following questions: which type of water made the gummy bear grow the most?
Which type of water had the least impact on the gummy bear’s size? How did these results differ
from your PREDICTION? Or did you guess correctly?

Making Slime

The Not-So Secret Society get themselves into some sticky situations in Tale of the Gummy, so what better
way to celebrate than by making your own slime!

WHAT YOU’LL NEED
½ CUP OF ELMER’S SCHOOL GLUE
½ CUP OF COLD WATER
FOOD COLORING, ANY COLOR OF YOUR CHOICE
5 TABLESPOONS OF BORAX LAUNDRY DETERGENT
1 CUP OF HOT WATER, JUST AFTER IT HAS BOILED

Making Slime
WHAT TO DO
Step 1: Put 1/2 a cup of glue in a bowl and mix the half a cup of cold water.
Step 2: Add some drops of the food coloring.
Step 3: In a separate bowl, dissolve a tablespoon of Borax into one cup of hot water. Add a few more
teaspoons of Borax, a little at a time until no more Borax will dissolve into the water.
Step 4: Add the Borax mixture to the gluey mixture and stir it. A blob will form in the water. Pick the blob
out and knead it until it takes shape as a sticky ball of slime.
Step 5: Have fun with your slime!
Step 6: When finished playing with your slime, store it in a Ziplock bag.
Step 7: Make more slime, using different food colors.

how many colors can you make?

www.teamNS3.com
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ADVENTURE HUNT!

The Not-So Secret Society have quite an adventure trying to track
down Gummy in The Not-So Secret Society: Tale of the Gummy.
Now you and your kids can create you own exciting Adventure
Hunt with these simple steps. No matter the weather, all you’ll
need is a location and imagination! Use our sample clue sheets
to help get the Adventure Hunt started.

ADVENTURE HUNT!
HOW TO PLAY
1. Determine your game area and create boundaries. Think about places like a bedroom, basement,
backyard, or living room.
2. Come up with items that you would like to hide. Popular options are toys, clothing items, school
supplies (pen/pencil), books, food, utensils.
3. Find sneaky places to hide your items. Don’t make the hiding places too easy!
4. Create a time limit depending on your child’s age and ability.
5. Provide the player(s) with Adventure Hunt clue sheets to help them find the items.
6. Every player is a winner! At the end of the game, reward your child with something special.

www.teamNS3.com
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adventure
hunt
clue #1
You have figured out clue #1
Keep your eyes open near
the _____________ to have even
more fun.

adventure
hunt
clue #2
You have figured out clue #2
If you search by
the _________________
you'll know what to do.

adventure
hunt
clue #3
You have figured out clue #3
Now look by _____________ and
the next clue you will see.

adventure
hunt
clue #4
You have figured out clue #4
But if you pass by _____________
you'll get closer, for sure.

adventure
hunt
clue #5
You have figured out clue #5
the hunt’s almost done
now look by the _____________
— don't walk, let's run!

